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Autumn 2009
Dear Troop Supporter,
The volunteer staff of Operation Troop Appreciation (OTA) would like to say Thank You!  Your support has been overwhelming, and all of us at OTA are grateful for your generosity and support of our brave military men and women.  Even more important, our troops are grateful to you for your support!
Because of you, OTA has provided “wish list” items to over 55,000 deployed troops since July 2004 – items that contribute to their safety, mission effectiveness and morale, and remind them they are remembered and supported.
· Included is a summary of our work to date so you can see how your contributions have impacted our troops.  
I think you’ll agree we have been good stewards of your donations!
· OTA is proud that more than 98 cents of every dollar we spend provides these “wish list” items directly to our troops, so your donation really does go a long way here at OTA!
With winter approaching, many troops ask us for basic necessities like blankets, gloves and winter socks.  Others request items to keep them safer, perform better in their jobs, or provide entertainment when they return from their long days and weeks on mission.  
Again this year we offer two programs to give you options as you remember these brave men and women who are so far from home this holiday season.
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	Adopt A Soldier – This program allows you to make individual donations for specific items our troops often request.  For example:
$30    –   A cold-weather Under Armour® shirt
$50    –   A Gerber® multi-tool set
$100  –   Wiley X™ ballistics glasses / eye protection
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Adopt A Unit – Your civic group, church, friends or company works together to “grant wishes” for an entire unit of troops.   We provide an information sheet that includes:
· Photo with mission description
· Background information on the unit

· Requested “wish list” items

· Suggested target donation to complete “wish list”


The need for support and appreciation from the home front has never been greater.  
· With your help, OTA will bring a little bit of “home” to those who serve so far away by fulfilling their “wish lists” and giving them gifts that symbolize our support, appreciation and respect.  
· In fact, one of our largest projects next year will be to care for the hundreds of Pittsburgh troops in the Pennsylvania National Guard who will deploy to Afghanistan in January 2010.
· This holiday season, won’t you consider adding an American soldier or military unit to your Christmas and holiday list by making a donation to OTA?  
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration of this program.  Our resources are limited, but our visions are boundless and we believe we have placed our hopes in the right hands – yours.
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Sincerely,
Kristen Holloway, President 


 

Monica Orluk, Vice President

We have unit Adoptions available for anywhere between $150 and $2100.  Here are a few examples:
	Mission
	Target Donation 
Amount
	Items

	Advise and train the Iraqi police
	$160
	Snacks, hygiene items, pillows, books

	Support Central Command in Iraq, equip troops in the field with needed supplies.
	$200
	Sports equipment to provide entertainment and additional exercise during down-time

	Perform aerial refueling, aeromedical evacuation and strategic airlift operations. The base also provides support for Coalition personnel and cargo transiting in and out of Afghanistan
	$250
	Snacks, hygiene supplies, phone cards

	Conducting joint operations with the Iraqi Army to disrupt Al Qaeda's ability to attack and disrupt operations on US forces, Iraqi security forces, and the civilian population in Iraq.
	$325
	Video game consoles, blankets, bed sheets for troops, games and toys for local children

	Conduct intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance operations in Afghanistan.
	$630
	Sturdy fire-retardant Nomex® work gloves

	Transport supplies and personnel throughout the Afghan theater.
	$950
	Cold weather clothing

	Eliminate Taliban influence in Afghanistan
	$1,150
	Weight lifting equipment, game consoles and games, multi-tools, pocket knives.

	Conduct combined patrols with Iraqi National Police to eliminate insurgent attacks in Baghdad.
	$1,700
	Ballistic eye-protective glasses


Individuals and groups who adopt a unit are under no obligation to raise the full target donation -- there is no such thing as too small or large a contribution.   Every dollar you donate makes a significant impact on the morale of our troops!
· We also encourage you to write cards and letters for your unit of soldiers.  OTA will include them with the shipment of “wish list” items.  

· Consider including your return address on your cards and letters so the soldiers may communicate with you directly.

· Please contact Monica Orluk at 412-759-0696 or littlemo34@yahoo.com to obtain your adoption packet or for more information.

Please mail contributions and letters to:

Operation Troop Appreciation

PO Box 14550

Pittsburgh, PA 15234

In accordance with 26 U.S.C.§501(c)(3), Operation Troop Appreciation is recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt organization, and your donation is deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law. This is a charitable donation and no goods or services will be provided in exchange for your contribution.  The official registration and financial information of Operation Troop Appreciation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.
